HENRY JAMES

status of women. Henry James himself belonged with the
school of those who hold, in a phrase which he would have
given up his position rather than use, that woman's place is
the home. He brought to his narrative the tory inclination
to satire, and filled the book with sharp caustic portraits and
an unprecedented amount of caricature. His Bostonians recall
that angular army of transcendentalists whom Lowell's essay
on Thoreau hung up once for all in its laughable alcove of
New England history. James regards them only too obviously
from without, choosing as the consciousness through which
they are to be represented a young reactionary from Missis-
sippi, Basil Ransom, who invades this fussy henyard and carries
away its prized heroine, Verena Tarrant, on the very eve of
her great popular success as a lecturer in behalf of her op-
pressed but rising sex. By such a scheme James was naturally
committed to making his elder feminists all out as unpleas-
ant persons, preying on Verena's youth and charm and en-
thusiasm, and bound to keep her for their campaign no mat-
ter what it might cost her in the way of love and marriage.
But more than James's own prejudices and his technical de-
vice contributes to a certain insufficiency in The Bostonians.
It is too largely skeleton, without the blood which might have
come from heartier sympathies, without the flesh with which
James might have been able to round out a "purely American"
tale had he not forgotten so much about American life. He
had forgotten, or at least ceased to care greatly about it. Two
visits to his native country during 1881-1883 had left him still
hungry for Europe, from which after 1883 he was not to
return for over twenty years.

The Princess Casamassima is wholly European as to setting
and characters. In it the bewildering Christina Light of Rod-
erick Hudson, now a discontented princess dabbling in revo-
lution, appears again with a maturer mystery of temperament
and an achieved diversity of caprice. The romantic strain
which James had lately been repressing here rose unashamed